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FIRST TOPIC FOR WEDNEDAY NOON LECTURE SERIES AT  

THE STATE MUSEUM IS CHILKAT WEAVING 
 

JUNEAU – The world-renowned Alaska Native art of Chilkat weaving will be the first 
presentation in the Division of Libraries, Archives, and Museums’ Kashevarof lecture 
series. The free noon-hour program will take place at the Alaska State Museum on 
Wednesday, January 26th. 
 
Shgen Doo Tan George, of the Dakl’aweidi (Killerwhale) clan of Angoon, will discuss 
her process of learning Chilkat weaving to become one of a handful of artists bringing 
woven regalia into the 21st century. Traditional to the tribes of southeast Alaska and the 
northern coast of British Columbia, it is one of the most complicated and time-intensive 
types of weaving in existence. While robes are still used ceremonially and exhibited as 
fine art on the walls of the world’s museums, few weavers today can make the 
substantial investment to learn the technique. 
 
George has a BFA from the University of Puget Sound, and studied with noted weavers 
Cheryl Samuel and Clarissa (Hudson) Rizal. Too, the old robes themselves have 
become her teachers: she has studied them at the Smithsonian, the Burke Museum, and 
the Alaska State Museum. Her participation in the Tlingit culture, and training and 
research in weaving, informs her work as an artist. In addition, her background in these 
areas inspires her work as an art teacher in the Juneau School District, making Native 
art traditions relevant to the next generation.  
 
In addition to showing images of a variety of old and new robes, several pieces of 
weaving from the Alaska State Museum’s collection will be on hand for closer 
examination. 
 
This program is the first in a series taking place every Wednesday noon hour through 
March 9. The series is an annual program of the Division of Libraries, Archives, and 
Museums, held in honor of the institutions’ first librarian and curator, father Andrew P. 
Kashevarof, who served from 1919 until his death in 1940.  
 
Discounted winter admission is $3. Visitors 18 and under are admitted free of charge. 
Admission is free for this Wednesday noon lecture series. An annual pass that allows 
unlimited visits to the Alaska State Museum and the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka 
is available for $15. 
 
Assistance is available for visitors with special needs. Please contact visitor services at 
465-2901 before the visit for more information. 
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