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WALK THROUGH ALASKA’S PAST” 

Historical Photography Expert Dick Wood Leads Public Tour of ASM Exhibit 
 

JUNEAU – Get a personalized tour of Alaska’s early days, as historical photography collector Dick 
Wood leads a public walk-through of ASM exhibit “Capturing New Frontier: Early Alaskan 
Photography 1866-1891,” on First Friday, September 2 from 5:30 pm to 7 pm. 
 
Wood’s presentation, “Collecting the Earliest Alaska Photography: Stories Behind the Images,” will 
focus on highlights of the exhibit—donated, in large part, from his own personal collection. 
 
Specifically, Wood will discuss photographs of explorers and missionaries on the Yukon River in the 
early 1860s; the work of a one-eyed photographer who shot in stereoscope; the whaling captain who 
lost his ship near Barrow and became an amateur doctor and the very first photographs taken in 
Juneau. 
 
Wood, who once owned a rare book shop above Heritage Coffee in downtown Juneau, began 
“collecting objects instead of selling them,” starting with stereo-views from the 1860s and 70s. 
Exhibited items from his collection also feature baseball card-sized daguerreotypes, postcards—one of 
the earliest uses of Alaskan photography—lantern slides and the actual lantern projector that would 
have displayed them. 
 
Co-curated by Ron Klein, a leading current practitioner of historic photographic processes, the exhibit 
includes photography by Edweard Muybridge, Alfred Lee Broadbent and George Davison, the state’s 
first resident photographer.   
 
Wood describes his walk-through as “really informal; if you’ve got questions, fire away.” 
 
Winter hours at the museum will take effect on September 21. Winter admission is $3.  Summer 
admission is $5. Visitors 18 and under are admitted free of charge. An annual pass that allows 
unlimited visits to the Alaska State Museum and the Sheldon Jackson Museum in Sitka is available for 
$15. Assistance is available for visitors with special needs. Please contact Visitor Services at 465-2901 
before the visit. 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
Ellen Carrlee 
395 Whittier, Juneau, AK 
Phone (907) 465-2901 Fax (907) 465-2976 
www.museums.state.ak.us 
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