
 
 

9/20/2013 

 

This newsletter is available weekly and previous issues are available at 

http://lam.alaska.gov/fridaybulletin.   

 

Submissions for the Friday Bulletin should be sent to linda.thibodeau@alaska.gov 

and may be edited for content and length if used.    

 
Contents: 

 
NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 

ALASKA KNOWLEDGE CENTER: FIREFOX IN FIVE LESSONS 

SEARCH TIP FOR SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

BRAINPOP: DO NOT CLICK LOGIN 

NEWS FROM L.A.M.S IN ALASKA 

PELICAN’S FIRST LIBRARIAN REMEMBERED IN LETTERS 

MORE PELICAN LIBRARY HISTORY 

NEXT WEEK ON OWL 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

NEWS FROM THE DIVISION 
 

INTERVIEW WITH CURATOR JACKIE FERNANDEZ 

 

This month’s Alaska State Museums Bulletin has an interview with newish Sheldon Jackson Museum 

curator Jackie Fernandez.  Visit http://museums.alaska.gov/documents/bulletin_docs/bulletin68.pdf  to 

see why Jackie wants to work in museums, what the favorite parts of her job are and why her home has 

the best views in Sitka.  

 

 

ALASKA KNOWLEDGE CENTER: FIREFOX IN FIVE LESSONS 

 

If you use the Firefox Web Browser, you might benefit from the Firefox tutorial available from the 

Internet section of the Alaska KnOWLedge Center at http://library.alaska.gov/dev/knowledge.html. The 

tutorial is from the Goodwill Community Foundation and covers the following topics: 

 

1. Getting Started with Firefox 

2. Browsing with Firefox 

3. Customizing Firefox 

4. Bookmarking in Firefox 
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5. Firefox Security and Privacy 

 

 

SEARCH TIP FOR SCIENTIFIC OR TECHNICAL INFORMATION 

 

Freya Anderson, Head of Information Services for the Alaska State Library, offers this specialized search 

tip.  

 

Next time you’re searching for scientific or technical information, especially on a topic you’re not 

familiar with, try including the search term “diagram” to provide an overall picture and to weed 

out resources that are too basic or too focused. 

 

See http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/2013/08/when-you-want-to-understand-obscure.html   

 

From the post: “Using the [ diagram ] trick is a great way to see how parts of a larger whole fit 

into place in context.  This is useful for bicycle parts-- [ bicycle derailleur diagram ], ships [ 

clipper ship sails diagram ], as well as plants [ plant ovary diagram ]”  

 

 

BRAINPOP: DO NOT CLICK LOGIN 
 

Recently we had someone tell us they needed an id and password to access BrainPop and sent us two 

screenshots. The first showed a link called “log in”: 

 

 
 

 

Clicking on “LOG IN” above the word Science produced this screen with spaces for an id and password: 

 

 
 

http://searchresearch1.blogspot.com/2013/08/when-you-want-to-understand-obscure.html


This screen is misleading for most of the State though. Our statewide subscription is IP authenticated so 

you should not need an id and password once you get to BrainPop. 

 

If you ignore the “LOG IN” from the first screen and instead click on some subject, like “Science”, you 

will briefly see a white screen with the words “LOGGING IN.” Then you should be able to browse and 

view any movie you like. If clicking on a screen like the one below results in a request for a password, 

please use the “Send a message to ALN” form at http://alaskalibrarynetwork.org/get-help/.  

 

 
Figure 1: If you're asked for a password after clicking here, ask for help! 

One final confusing thing about BrainPop is that even after you are logged in, you will still see a list of 

links at the bottom that include “Trial” and “Subscribe.”  Please warn your staff and patrons away from 

these bottom links. The Statewide Database Committee/Alaska Library Network has paid good money for 

BrainPop, BrainPop Jr and BrainPop Spanish. No one in Alaska should have to pay for a BrainPop 

movie.  

 

 

NEWS FROM L.A.M.S IN ALASKA 
 

PELICAN’S FIRST LIBRARIAN REMEMBERED IN LETTERS 

 

The September 17, 2013 edition of the Juneau Empire carried a story about former Pelican librarian Betty 

Clauson. The story was based on letters found by her grandson Carl Brodersen. The story is titled A life 

preserved in letters, love: Family and friends remember Pelican's first librarian, Betty Clauson and can 

be read at http://juneauempire.com/local/2013-09-16/life-preserved-letters-love. The story reads like a 

synopsis for a really good Alaska-based novel.  

 

 

MORE PELICAN LIBRARY HISTORY 

 

William De Armond reflects on his family’s experience running a small lending library in Pelican in the 

late 1930s. His letter appeared in the September 18, 2013 edition of the Juneau Empire and can be read at 

http://juneauempire.com/letters/2013-09-18/earlier-library-was-pelican.  

 

 

NEXT WEEK ON OWL 

 

The videoconferences listed below were open for other libraries to join as of press time. Please check the 

OWL Videoconference Calendar at http://library.alaska.gov/dev/owlCalendar.html to verify that a 

videoconference is still open to join. 
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Thursday, September 26 

4:45pm Brass Tacks Business Basics - OPEN 

 

Friday, September 27 

12:00pm Lunch and Learn with the Anchorage Symphony Orchestra - OPEN 

12:00pm French Language Group – OPEN 

 

To reach the Fairbanks OWL video staff by email, write to: ua-owlvideo@alaska.edu. Emails to this 

address will go to all the Fairbanks crew, so if someone is on leave or out for the day, your email will be 

answered by available staff. 
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