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Fasten star insignia here

Star Insignia

M
ake the H

at
1. Color your hat any w

ay 
you like.  The m

useum
’s hat 

is black w
ith gold trim

 and a 
gray feather plum

e.
2. M

ake the hatband from
 the top and 

bottom
 borders of this page. Tape the 

ends together to m
ake a circular band that 

�ts snugly around your head.
3. Cut out the pieces:  the three side brim

s,
 the feather plum

e, and the star insignia.
4. W

rite a secret m
essage on the back of the star insignia.

5. Staple the star to the front brim
 as show

n.
6. Tape the pointed end of the feather to the back of the front

 brim
 behind the star.

7. Staple the ends of the brim
s together to form

 
a triangular crow

n.
8. Set the triangular crow

n over the 
circle hatband and staple the 
hatband to the crow

n at the 
m

id-point of each brim
.

Your com
pleted 

hat should look 
like this.

Three hundred years ago tricorner hats w
ere w

orn around the w
orld.  The leader of Russia, called

the Czar, and Russian m
ilitary leaders w

ore tricorner hats decorated w
ith golden trim

 and great 
feather plum

es like the one in the m
useum

. Long after  the tricorner hats w
ere no longer 

popular, Russians operated a fur trading com
pany in A

laska called the Russian A
m

erica Com
pany.  

A
 Tlingit clan leader nam

ed Kooxx’aan (Koo-con) from
 Sitka, A

laska w
as friendly to the Russian 

A
m

erica Com
pany and prom

ised to help keep the peace betw
een the com

pany and the local 
N

ative people.  Kooxx’aan w
as given a fancy but out-dated tricorner hat, a silk jacket called a 

kaftan, a sw
ord, and the title of “M

ain Tlingit Chief” as special gifts from
 the Czar for his help. 

The hat continued to be w
orn for over 100 years by clan m

em
bers at im

portant events. The 
faded and old tricorner hat and kaftan are now

 carefully stored in the A
laska State M

useum
.

Front brim

Cut on the dotted lines and use borders to  m
ake hatband.

Cut on the dotted lines and use borders to  m
ake hatband.

Side brim
 2

Side brim
 3

Feather plum
e

W
rite a Secret 

M
essage

The star on the 
m

useum
 hat is padded 

w
ith layers of old Russian 

letters to m
ake it sti�.  

W
e like to im

agine the letters 
contain a secret m

essage. 
W

rite a secret m
essage or w

ish 
on the back of your star and it 
w

ill be w
ith you w

hen you w
ear 

your hat.

Front brim
 1

This w
orksheet m

ay
be copied and printed
for non-com

m
ercial,

educational use.
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