Alaska Museum Survey

December, 2011
Dear Museum Colleagues,
 In April of 2010, the Alaska State Museum sent a survey across the state to gauge the health of the state’s museum community; the data from which is presented here.  This census is scheduled to take place every ten years to track larger trends and stability, however the only two previous surveys were conducted in 2000 and 1984.  The 2010 survey is much larger and broader than the previous surveys, so many figures will not have comparable data.  
The data published in FY 1985 was gleaned from that year’s Grant In Aid applications which represented 68% of the state’s museums.  In 2000 the survey included 48 responses from institutions themselves, as well as statistical data  gathered from GIA applications and museum directories.  This year’s survey includes 59 surveys completed through surveymonkey.com.    Conducting the survey electronically allowed us to collect answers more quickly, and analyze data easily and accurately.  
The purpose of the FY 1985 survey was to demonstrate financial need for Alaskan museums and encourage giving.  While the financial need has not changed in twenty-five years, neither has community support; museums continue to be central to educational roles and community relationships, regarded as a place for exploration and enrichment, and a source of pride throughout Alaska.  
We, at the Alaska State Museum, are proud to be part of the museum community.  Thank you to all of the institutions who took part in our survey.  

Sincerely,

Scott Carrlee
Curator of Museum Services

Aurora Lang
Survey Coordinator

