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The early years, from birth to age five, are the most extraordinary period of growth and development in a child’s lifetime.  Although there is no single universally accepted theory of child development, researchers and educators base their practice on different sets of research-based theories in order to support learning through early detection and support in five specific domains of development as described in the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines. The Alaska Early Learning Guidelines provide a common framework for all key stakeholders to work from. Specifically, the guidelines spell out what a young child should know and be able to do by the time they reach the end of each of four critical stages of development: 18 months, 36 months 60 months and upon entry into kindergarten. In order to provide the best support for a child’s development, it is imperative that both the curriculum and assessment tools used in early learning programs are in alignment with Alaska Early Learning Guidelines. This enables programs to link early care and development to later success in school and in life by aligning to K-12 standards and grade level expectations.
Pre-elementary programs may choose their own curriculum and assessments, but they must be able to demonstrate how the products they select are in alignment to one another other and to the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines. Programs also have the option to use Creative Curriculum and Teaching Strategies Gold ® which may be available through a state license and has demonstrated a clear alignment with the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines.
AUTHORITY
As per 4 AAC 60.170  programmatic requirements for pre-elementary schools are as follows:  (a) A pre-elementary school that receives direct state or federal funding must implement the guidelines for an early learning program described in the department’s publication State of Alaska, Early Learning Guidelines, dated December 2007, and adopted by reference.  The school must assess each child to determine the child’s progress or status on all domain areas of development described in the guidelines.  (b) A pre-elementary school that receives direct state or federal funding shall prepare a report at the end of each school year on a form prescribed by the department.  The school shall make the report available to parents and the public by August 1 of the next school year.
REQUIREMENTS
	1.
	Curriculum: Our pre-elementary school program curriculum is research based and aligned to the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines.

	
	List Curriculum:

	
	

	2.
	Assessment: Our pre-elementary school program assessment tool is aligned with the curriculum and is conducted as indicated to determine child progress.

	
	Please name the tools used in the pre-elementary program to monitor child progress:

	
	Assessment Tool
	Times conducted per year

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	3.
	Reports:  All Head Start and school district programs must implement the guidelines for an early learning program described in the State of Alaska Early Learning Guidelines. Each program must assess each child to determine the child’s progress or status on all domain areas of development described in the guidelines. Pre-elementary programs will prepare a report at the end of the school year on a form prescribed by the department (or approved for use by the department). The pre-elementary program shall make the report available to parents and the public by August 1 of the next school year.

	
	Confirmation: The report made available to parents and the public will be kept on file at the central office and made available upon request.	☐  Yes	☐  No

	4.
	Assessment Integrity: Assessments are conducted in accordance to the research that backs them. Staff using the assessments are trained and follow the proper protocol.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If Teaching Strategies Gold ® is currently being used, complete and submit to EED the Teaching Strategies Gold ® Assurance Form (Form # 05-17-004).
If you would like to be included in the Alaska license for Teaching Strategies Gold® please contact EED and complete the Teaching Strategies Gold® Assurance Form.

	
	Confirmation: Documents verifying that staff are trained and assessments are conducted in accordance to supporting research are to be maintained at the central office and made available upon request.
☐  Yes	☐  No


AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE
By my signature, I verify that I have read, understand, and agree to accept and perform the requirements as contained in the assurance summarized above:
	

	Name of School District/ Head Start Program

	
	
	

	Signature of Superintendent/CEO/Director
	
	Date

	
	
	

	Printed Name
	
	Title
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