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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP20-2016 - Nonprofit School Food Service Account Nonprogram Food Revenue Requirements

2. SP19-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: Guidance and Updated Q&As

3. SP16-2016 - Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs

4. SP15-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: State Agency Procedures to Ensure Identified Student Percentage Accuracy

a. ISP Worksheet for LEAs
5. SP14-2016 - Flexibility for CEP Certification Document Review during SY 2015-2016 Administrative Reviews
6. SP12-2016 - Guidance on Competitive Procurement Standards for Program Operators

Additional Topics                   
· Procurement Audioconferences

· Primero Edge Calls

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook

· Professional Standards Training Tracking Tool
· Local Wellness Policy Implementation Review Tool

Grant Opportunities 
· SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District

USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP20-2016 - Nonprofit School Food Service Account Nonprogram Food Revenue Requirements On Wednesday, December 23, 2015 USDA revised section 206 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (HHFKA)and amended section 12 of the Richard B. Russell National School Lunch Act by adding paragraph (q) on nonprogram foods. This amendment established requirements related to the revenue from the sale of nonprogram foods.  On June 17, 2011, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) issued an interim rule, National School Lunch Program: School Food Service Account Revenue Amendments Related to the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 (76 FR 35301), amending the requirements related to revenue from nonprogram foods at 7 CFR 210.14(f).  FNS also issued guidance related to implementation of section 206 in policy memorandums SP13-2014 and SP39-2011.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy provides guidance assessing compliance options with Nonprogram Revenue Requirements, and shows formula’s to utilize.
2. SP19-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision (CEP): Guidance and Updated Q&As This USDA policy memorandum provides updated guidance and Question and Answers (Q&As) that address common questions that the FNS has received during nationwide implementation.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy will provide Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) with some great answers to those questions they may have about CEP and if it is right for their district.
3. SP16-2016 - Disclosure Requirements for the Child Nutrition Programs The purpose of this USDA policy memorandum is to provide a reminder for LEAs regarding the restrictions on disclosure of sensitive information collected through the Child Nutrition Programs. 
Sponsors: This USDA Policy is a great reminder of what information may be shared to whom without consent by a parent and what information must have consent. You may also find a handy release of information guide in the 2015 Eligibility Manual for School Meals on page 97.
4. SP15-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: State Agency Procedures to Ensure Identified Student Percentage Accuracy This USDA Policy memo was released in the December bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy provides LEAs with a guide to electing CEP what kind of information is needed, etc., and the steps the state agency must do in order to approve an LEA for CEP. Above is a worksheet an LEA may use for calculating the ISP for claiming percentage in CEP.
5. SP14-2016 - Flexibility for CEP Certification Document Review during SY 2015-2016 Administrative Reviews This USDA Policy memo was released in the December bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is allowing the State agency the flexibility to either select a minimum of 10% or a statistically valid sample when conducting CEP verification on the LEAs ISP calculations when out on an Administrative Review.
6. SP12-2016 - Guidance on Competitive Procurement Standards for Program Operators This USDA Policy memo was released in the December bulletin.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo gives Procurement guidance for LEAs to follow and informing LEAs of the new Uniform Administrative regulations in 2 CFR Part 200. It also reminds LEAs that when procuring a food service management company contract it must be reviewed by the State agency prior to execution.

Additional Topics
· Alaska Child Nutrition Programs is beginning a series of administrative audioconferences for school nutrition.  In January we will hold two different training sessions:

Informal Procurement  

This training will provide an overview of informal procurement requirements under micro purchasing and small purchasing.  We will discuss the USDA record keeping requirements as well as the required processes for these procurement methods.  This training will be held January 14 at 1:30 and repeated on January 15 at 9:30.  To sign-up, please register online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7T6ZS32 

CNP Procurement Plan Template 

Federal regulations require that all agencies have a procurement plan.  For agencies who do not already have a procurement plan, Child Nutrition Programs has developed a template that may be edited for program use.  This training will provide an overview of the federally required elements of the procurement plan and walk through the template provided.  This training will be held January 27 at 1:30 and repeated on January 28 at 9:30.  To sign-up, please register online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9VPLKQT 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office.

· Primero Edge Calls - We are starting our Bi-weekly calls for districts on PrimeroEdge. Our next calls will be this Wednesday January 6th and January 20th. If you have a topic you wish to discuss please email myself or Debbie.
· We plan to hold these calls bi-weekly (unless otherwise notified)
· Wednesday at 1:30 pm
If you are interested in participating in these calls please contact Debbie Soto or me (Elizabeth Seitz).

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook The purchasing of locally grown or harvested foods has risen substantially in the last few years.  In increasing the use of local foods, there was a corresponding need for recipes using Alaska grown and harvested products that are less common in the Lower 48 such as moose and reindeer.  Through a grant from USDA Team Nutrition,  the Department of Education & Early Devolvement in collaboration with the UAF Cooperative Extension Service and the Farm to School Program created the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook.  

The cookbook contains a collection of “from scratch recipes” highlighting local foods and have been tested to be “kid-friendly”. The recipes have been standardized for 25 or 75 servings and meet the meal portion requirements for both NSLP and CACFP. Please note that portion sizes may need to be reduced for younger children. 

We have hard copies of the cookbook available for handout during program training and various conferences. We are sending each district one cookbook to utilize, however if you would like more please contact Jan Mays at jan.mays@alaska.gov or call at 907-465-8712.
The cookbook can also be seen on the CNP webpage and all of the recipes can be found in the PrimeroEdge Menu Planning, under Recipes, then Tags: AK Foods Cookbook, please use the links below:

Menu Resources 

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local.pdf
Traditional food and Donated Fish and Game

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/TFDFG.html
· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
· Local Wellness Policy Implementation Review Tool School district should review their local wellness policies at a least annually, we have created a tool to assist with this process. To download this document click on the following link: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html look under the December Bulletin.
Grant Opportunities
· SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District
The Baxter Grant is now open! Click here to complete and submit the online application.  Only the    first 50 applications will be accepted. 

To start preparing your application, download the Application Preparation Worksheet. Responses may be copied and pasted from the worksheet into the online application.
To apply, you must:

· Be an active SNA director-level member, who has been a member of SNA for at least one year

· Be the person responsible for directing the school nutrition program of the school district
· SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District
Through a competitive grant process, the Winston Industries Equipment Grant program will award 10 pieces of equipment to one school district in need.
The online grant application won’t open until January 5, 2016—but only the first 50 submitted applications will be considered. Now is the time to prepare your application!

To apply, you must:

· Be an active SNA director-level member, who has been a member of SNA for at least one year

· Be the person responsible for directing the school nutrition program of the school district

To learn more about the grant and download the Application Preparation Worksheet to get started, click here. Winston Industries.
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Dec. 30th                     Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Report (based on October claim)
Feb. 1st                       Verification Collection Report due to SA



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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