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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP15-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: State Agency Procedures to Ensure Identified Student Percentage Accuracy

a. ISP Worksheet for LEAs
2. SP14-2016 - Flexibility for CEP Certification Document Review during SY 2015-2016 Administrative Reviews
3. SP12-2016 - Guidance on Competitive Procurement Standards for Program Operators

4. SP11-2016 - Release of the FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Data for School Year 2014-2015

a. Data Report Attachment
5. SP10-2016 - FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Report: New Submission Date and Reporting Template

6. SP09-2016 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2016-2017 Calculations and Tool

7. SP07-2016 - Local Foods and Related Activities in Summer Meal Programs, with Questions and Answers

8. SP06-2016 - Promoting Nutrition in Summer Meal Programs, with Best Practices 

9. SP05-2016 - Meal Service Requirements in the Summer Meal Programs, with Questions and Answers
10. SP03-2016 - Procurement Standards and Resource Management Requirements related to Franchise Agreements


11. SP02-2016 - Questions and Answers on the Transition to and Implementation of 2 CFR Part 200

12. SP01-2016 - Procuring Local Meat, Poultry, Game, and Eggs for Child Nutrition Programs

13. SP46-2015 - Review of Special Provision Option 2 and 3 Base Year
Additional Topics                   
· Direct Certification List
· Smart Snack Waiver
· Professional Standards Flyer
· Primero Edge Calls

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook

· Professional Standards Training Tracking Tool
· Local Wellness Policy Implementation Review Tool

Grant Opportunities 
· USDA Empower SNAP Participants to Make Healthy Eating Choices Grants
· SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District

USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP15-2016 - Community Eligibility Provision: State Agency Procedures to Ensure Identified Student Percentage Accuracy With the aim of preventing incorrect ISP calculations, this memorandum clarifies the steps we must take to determine the accuracy of an LEA’s ISP(s) at the time CEP is elected, or when an LEA otherwise recalculates an ISP. This additional guidance is intended to avoid situations in which a State agency finds that an ISP is incorrect during an Administrative Review and has to assess fiscal action and retroactively adjust claims for reimbursement.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy provides LEAs with a guide to electing CEP what kind of information is needed, etc., and the steps the state agency must do in order to approve an LEA for CEP. Above is a worksheet an LEA may use for calculating the ISP for claiming percentage in CEP.
2. SP14-2016 - Flexibility for CEP Certification Document Review during SY 2015-2016 Administrative Reviews In the SY 2015-2016 Administrative Review Manual, as part of the certification documentation review for CEP schools, State agencies were instructed to “obtain the list of all students used to derive the ISP and select a minimum of 10% of student names at random to verify that those students can be found on source documentation that certifies free eligibility.” This memo supersedes the instruction noted above, in the Administrative Review Manual, tool, and forms.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is allowing the State agency the flexibility to either select a minimum of 10% or a statistically valid sample when conducting CEP verification on the LEAs ISP calculations when out on an Administrative Review.
3. SP12-2016 - Guidance on Competitive Procurement Standards for Program Operators These standards ensure that program operators conduct procurement transactions in accordance with governing regulations and in a manner that facilitates full and open competition. Full and open competition is achieved when potential bidders/offerors receive all information necessary to respond properly to a solicitation; and responses are accurately evaluated for contract award. Contracts must be awarded to the responsive and responsible bidder/offeror whose bid/proposal is lowest or most advantageous to the program with price and other factors considered of which cost/price must be primary.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo gives Procurement guidance for LEAs to follow and informing LEAs of the new Uniform Administrative regulations in 2 CFR Part 200. It also reminds LEAs that when procuring a food service management company contract it must be reviewed by the State agency prior to execution.

4. SP11-2016 - Release of the FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Data for School Year 2014-2015 The memorandum announces the publication of the paid lunch prices for SFAs participating in the National School Lunch Program for School Year 2014-2015. A complete list of prices, submitted to FNS by the State agency, is attached to this memorandum in a Microsoft Excel worksheet. Please see above for attachment.
Sponsors: This is the publication of the Paid Lunch Price report for School Year 2014-2015.
5. SP10-2016 - FNS-828 Paid Lunch Price Report: New Submission Date and Reporting Template This USDA Policy memo requires school food authorities (SFAs) to report their paid reimbursable lunch prices to the State agency for publication by the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS).
Sponsors: Please Note: No action is required by the SFAs as this is a report we provide FNS based on the information we collect from all SFAs during the renewal period.
6. SP09-2016 - Paid Lunch Equity (PLE): School Year 2016-2017 Calculations and Tool This memorandum provides guidance on the calculations SFAs must make in order to ensure they are in compliance with these requirements for School Year (SY) 2016-17. 
Sponsors: Please Note: No action is required by the SFAs as this is completed by the State Agency. The information we use is based on the information we collect from all SFAs during the renewal period. We provide each SFA a confirmation notification letter with the results of the PLE tool annually.
7. SP07-2016 - Local Foods and Related Activities in Summer Meal Programs, with Questions and Answers The purpose of this memorandum and attached questions and answers is to provide guidance on the incorporation of local foods and nutrition and agriculture-based activities in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) and the Seamless Summer Option (SSO), collectively referred to as Summer Meal Programs.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provides guidance on how to incorporate local foods into your summer meal programs and conduct proper procurement for them.

8. SP06-2016 - Promoting Nutrition in Summer Meal Programs, with Best Practices In an effort to balance the need to provide meals to vulnerable populations with the need to contribute to the health and well-being of children, FNS strongly encourages sponsors to take steps toward serving nutritious and appealing meals at their summer sites. This memorandum highlights strategies to improve the nutritional quality and appeal of the meals served to children in SFSP and SSO. Additionally, the Attachment provides best practices and tips on how to implement them. This memorandum supersedes SP 04- 2012, SFSP 04-2012 Promoting Nutrition in Summer Meals, November 12, 2013.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo provided helpful nutrition resources and procurement guidance to help implement the use of local foods in the summer feeding programs.
9. SP05-2016 - Meal Service Requirements in the Summer Meal Programs, with Questions and Answers The purpose of this USDA memorandum is to provide guidance on meal service requirements in the SFSP and the National School Lunch Program’s (NSLP) SSO. This revision clarifies the guidance on offer versus serve and family style meal service, adds guidance on meal pattern flexibilities, and adds new questions to Attachment A. This memorandum supersedes SP 13-2015 (v.2), SFSP 13-2015 (v.2), Meal Service Requirements Q&As, Revised, January 12, 2015.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is a great resource on running a successful SFSP or SSO program along with great Q & As.

10. SP03-2016 - Procurement Standards and Resource Management Requirements related to Franchise Agreements Franchise agreements often have provisions that are inherently problematic for the Child Nutrition Programs because they entail having a school or sponsor essentially “buy” into an agreement with a commercial vendor for the purpose of exclusively marketing or selling that company’s good or services, as opposed to having that vendor submit a bid for its products during a competitive process.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo discusses possible concerns USDA has with franchise agreements and the problematic nature they have in a child nutrition program.

11. SP02-2016 - Questions and Answers on the Transition to and Implementation of 2 CFR Part 200 Federal agencies including Food and Nutrition Service (FNS), State agencies, and Child Nutrition Program operators are currently transitioning from former Federal grants management rules in 7 CFR Parts 3016, 3019, and 3052; and the cost principles in 2 CFR Parts 220 (A-21), 225 (A-87), and 230 (A-122) to the implementation of new rules at 2 CFR Part 200, commonly referred to as the Super-Circular.

Sponsors: This USDA Policy memo is a great Q & A about the Super-Circular that is being implemented and must be follow by December 26, 2014. This has many of the procurement regulations needing to be followed by LEAs for all procurement.
12. SP01-2016 - Procuring Local Meat, Poultry, Game, and Eggs for Child Nutrition Programs This USDA memorandum seeks to clarify the regulatory requirements related to food safety and answer specific questions related to these products with a series of questions and answers included as an attachment.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy lays out the government agencies that oversee the sale and use of meat, poultry, game, and eggs in the Child Nutrition Programs to ensure food safety.

13. SP46-2015 - Review of Special Provision Option 2 and 3 Base Year This USDA Policy memo explains the process and reason why the State agency must conduct a review of base year data when an LEA is establishing a new base year for Provision 2 or 3.
Sponsors: This USDA Policy goes through reviewing methods a State agency may use to conduct a review of base year data and provides guidance for the LEA as to what information/documentation must be kept on file for the duration of the provision cycle.
Additional Topics
· Direct Certification/Foster list – This is just a reminder that all Direct Certification/Foster lists are being uploaded into PrimeroEdge and should be exported or processed within 10 days of receiving notice of its import. If you have any questions on how to export or locate your list please contact Debbie Soto at 907-465-3316 or Debbie.soto@alaska.gov. 
· Smart Snack Waiver- The Alaska Department of Education & Early Development has set a maximum number of fundraising days per year per school site, which allows school districts the flexibility to determine the number and duration of fundraising events to serve food items exempt from meeting the nutrition standards for competitive foods.  The maximum number of exempt fundraising for elementary and middle schools is 10 days and for high schools it is 25 days. To review the eligibility criteria and download the waiver form please go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Professional Standards Flyer- USDA has established minimum professional standards requirements for school nutrition professionals who manage and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. To access and download the Professional Standards Flyer you can go to: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html under the September bulletin.
· Primero Edge Calls - We are starting our Bi-weekly calls for districts on PrimeroEdge, our next call will be this Wednesday Dec. 16th, 2015. Topic: Verification Summary Report
· We plan to hold these calls bi-weekly (unless otherwise notified)
· Wednesday at 1:30 pm
If you are interested in participating in these calls please contact Debbie Soto or me (Elizabeth Seitz) and let us know what day and time works best for you.

Resources
· Make It Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook The purchasing of locally grown or harvested foods has risen substantially in the last few years.  In increasing the use of local foods, there was a corresponding need for recipes using Alaska grown and harvested products that are less common in the Lower 48 such as moose and reindeer.  Through a grant from USDA Team Nutrition,  the Department of Education & Early Devolvement in collaboration with the UAF Cooperative Extension Service and the Farm to School Program created the Make it Local; Recipes for Alaska’s Children cookbook.  

The cookbook contains a collection of “from scratch recipes” highlighting local foods and have been tested to be “kid-friendly”. The recipes have been standardized for 25 or 75 servings and meet the meal portion requirements for both NSLP and CACFP. Please note that portion sizes may need to be reduced for younger children. 

We will have hard copies of the cookbook available for handout during program training and various conferences. If you would like a hard copy of the cookbook sent to you please contact Jan Mays at jan.mays@alaska.gov or call at 907-465-8712.
The cookbook can also be seen on the CNP webpage and all of the recipes can be found in the PrimeroEdge Menu Planning, under Recipes, then Tags: AK Foods Cookbook, please use the links below:

Menu Resources 

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/cookbook/Make_It_Local.pdf
Traditional food and Donated Fish and Game

https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/TFDFG.html
· The Professional Standards for School Nutrition Professionals Training Tracker tool is now available at: http

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards" ://www.fns.usda.gov/school-meals/professional-standards. This downloadable tool can be used to record trainings for school nutrition staff. A user guide, instructional webinar, and technical assistance via telephone and email are also available. In addition, the link above provides an updated two-page flyer that summarizes key points from the Professional Standards Final Rule, as well as many other materials related to Professional Standards. Check it out today!
· Local Wellness Policy Implementation Review Tool School district should review their local wellness policies at a least annually, we have created a tool to assist with this process. To download this document click on the following link: https://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html look under the December Bulletin.
Grant Opportunities
	· USDA Seeks Applications for $16.8 Million in Grants to Empower SNAP Participants to Make Healthy Eating Choices

	 

	WASHINGTON, Oct. 6, 2015 – Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack today announced the availability of up to $16.8 million in funding to help participants in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) increase their purchases of fruits and vegetables. The funding is available to local, state and national organizations to test incentive strategies to help SNAP participants better afford healthy foods. This is the second round of awards to be made under the Food Insecurity Nutrition Incentive (FINI) program created by the 2014 Farm Bill. USDA's National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA) will administer the grants.
"Eating healthy foods makes a difference to an entire family's health and ability to learn, work and enjoy life," said Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack. "These investments are moving the dial for families in need and expanding the market for America's fruit and vegetable producers. The FINI program scales up public-private collaboration to develop innovative strategies that make healthy fruits and vegetables more accessible to families around the country, part of our strategy to improve the diet and health of all Americans."
FINI connects stakeholders from distinct parts of the food system and fosters partnerships to improve the nutrition and health status of lower-income households. These resources will allow partnerships like these to help even more families.
Funded projects will test community based strategies that contribute to our understanding of how best to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants through incentives at the point of purchase, supported by efficient benefit redemption technologies, that inform future efforts.

Applications are due December 16, 2015. NIFA will host a webinar for applicants on October 14, 2015 at 2:00 p.m., EDT at http://nifa-connect.nifa.usda.gov/finip/.
Applications are sought in three categories: (1) FINI pilot projects (awards not to exceed $100,000 in one year); (2) multi-year, community-based FINI projects (awards not to exceed $500,000 over no more than four years); and (3) multi-year, FINI large-scale projects (awards of $500,000 or more over no more than four years).

Priority is given to projects that:

· Maximize the share of funds used for direct incentives to participants

· Provide incentives that are most likely to directly and efficiently increase the purchase and consumption of eligible fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants

· Test innovative or promising strategies that would contribute to our understanding of how best to increase the purchase of fruits and vegetables by SNAP participants and inform future efforts

· Improve or develop innovative benefit redemption systems that can be replicated or scaled

· Use direct-to-consumer marketing

· Demonstrate a track record of designing and implementing successful nutrition incentive programs that connect low-income consumers and agricultural producers

· Provide locally- or regionally-produced fruits and vegetables, especially culturally-appropriate fruits and vegetables for a target group of consumers

· Are located in underserved communities, particularly Promise Zones and StrikeForce communities
FINI is a joint effort between NIFA and USDA's Food and Nutrition Service, which oversees SNAP and has responsibility for evaluating the impacts of the incentive projects.
Funding for the FINI program is authorized by the 2014 Farm Bill. The Farm Bill builds on historic economic gains in rural America over the past five years, while achieving meaningful reform and billions of dollars in savings for taxpayers. Since enactment, USDA has made significant progress to implement each provision of this critical legislation, including providing disaster relief to farmers and ranchers; strengthening risk management tools; expanding access to rural credit; funding critical research; establishing innovative public-private conservation partnerships; developing new markets for rural-made products; and investing in infrastructure, housing and community facilities to help improve quality of life in rural America. For more information, visit www.usda.gov/farmbill.
SNAP—the nation's first line of defense against hunger—helps put food on the table for millions of families experiencing hardship. The program has never been more critical to the fight against hunger. Nearly half of SNAP participants are children, and 42 percent of participants live in households in which at least one adult is working but still cannot afford to put food on the table. SNAP benefits provided critical assistance to millions who lost their jobs during the Great Recession. For many, SNAP benefits provide temporary assistance, with the average new applicant remaining on the program 12 months.

     NIFA invests in and advances agricultural research, education, and extension and seeks to make transformative discoveries that solve societal challenges. To learn more about NIFA's impact on agricultural science, visit nifa.usda.gov/impacts or follow us on Twitter @usda_nifa, #NIFAImpacts.


·   SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District
The Baxter Grant is now open! Click here to complete and submit the online application.  Only the    first 50 applications will be accepted. 

To start preparing your application, download the Application Preparation Worksheet. Responses may be copied and pasted from the worksheet into the online application.
To apply, you must:

· Be an active SNA director-level member, who has been a member of SNA for at least one year

· Be the person responsible for directing the school nutrition program of the school district
· SNA- Win 10 Pieces of Kitchen Equipment for Your School District
Through a competitive grant process, the Winston Industries Equipment Grant program will award 10 pieces of equipment to one school district in need.
The online grant application won’t open until January 5, 2016—but only the first 50 submitted applications will be considered. Now is the time to prepare your application!

To apply, you must:

· Be an active SNA director-level member, who has been a member of SNA for at least one year

· Be the person responsible for directing the school nutrition program of the school district

To learn more about the grant and download the Application Preparation Worksheet to get started, click here. Winston Industries.
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Nov. 15th                     Verification of Household Applications completed

Dec. 30th                     Free and Reduced Price Eligibility Report (based on October claim)



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification.
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