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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP17-2014 - Discretionary Elimination of Reduced Price Charges in the School Meal Programs

2. SP16-2014 - Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Feeding Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat Revised Q & As 
3. SP15-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations and Tool

4. SP13-2014 - School Food Service Account Revenue from the Sale of Non-Program Foods
Additional Topics                   
· CNP Maintance Update

· Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel
· 2014 Summer Food Service Program
· Recipes for Healthy Kids

· Competitive Foods Audio Conferences
· National Dairy Council and Food and Nutrition Service School Breakfast Webinar

· eLearning Training Modules

Grant Opportunities 
· Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for Education Grant        Program
· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP17-2014 - Discretionary Elimination of Reduced Price Charges in the School Meal Programs The purpose of this memorandum is to clarify for State and local operators of the school meal programs the permissible use of funds from the nonprofit school food service account to lower or eliminate reduced price student meal charges.

2. SP16-2014 - Demonstration Project for Non-Congregate Feeding for Outdoor Summer Feeding Sites Experiencing Excessive Heat Revised Q & As Through this memorandum, the Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) is extending the 2013 demonstration project allowing non-congregate feeding at certain outdoor summer meal sites experiencing excessive heat or other extenuating circumstances to summer 2014.  This demonstration project will evaluate the effect on summer meal participation when sponsors are permitted to maintain service to children who would otherwise lose access to meals when excessive heat makes impractical the operation of a congregate feeding site lacking a temperature-controlled alternative site.
1. SP15-2014 - Paid Lunch Equity: School Year 2014-2015 Calculations and Tool Released in January’s bulletin 
2. SP13-2014 - School Food Service Account Revenue from the Sale of Non-Program Foods Released in January’s bulletin
Additional Topics                         
· The CNP Web will be undergoing maintenance the weekend of February 15-16 and will be unavailable for claim entry. 
· The proposed rule titled, “Professional Standards for State and Local School Nutrition Programs Personnel as Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010,” has been submitted to the Office of the Federal Register for publication. This proposed rule is expected to provide consistent, national standards for school nutrition professionals and staff who manage and operate the National School Lunch and School Breakfast Programs. The official version is now available for viewing on the FNS website at http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/CN2014-0130.pdf 
The proposed rule will be available for public comment for 60 days.
· 2014 Summer Food Service Program
When school doors are closing for the summer, so is the opportunity for many of your students to benefit from free nutritious meals or snacks. If you are a returning Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) sponsor or are interested in becoming a new program sponsor, now is the time to start preparing for summer 2014. Last year, nearly 53,000 eligible children received free or reduced-price school meals, while only about 4,000 participated in the SFSP. Eligibility can be met either by school data (at least 50% or more children at the school are eligible for free or reduced price lunch) or census area data.

Schools are well positioned to provide meals that complement learning and recreation opportunities for children and earn money for the school food service account. A school may:
· Serve as a sponsor and prepare its own meals

· Serve as a sponsor contract with a vendor to purchase meals

· Host a site for another sponsor, or

· Serve as a vendor for another sponsor

The annual required SFSP training for schools will be held as a distance call on April 3rd from 1:00-4:30pm. You will find the reimbursement rates, training registration and intent to operate forms in the Additional Topics area of the NSLP bulletin web page. Please contact Summer Food Program Specialist Alicia Stephens at (907) 465-4788 or alicia.stephens@alaska.gov for more information. Applications for the Summer Food Service Program are due by April 15, 2014 and can be found on our website at: http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/cnp/SFSP5.html
· Recipes for Healthy Kids: Cookbooks for Child Care Centers and Schools View some great new recipes to try in your kitchen. The recipes in the cookbook feature foods both children and adults should consume more of: dark green and orange vegetables, dry beans and peas, and whole grains. All of these healthy recipes are low in total fat, saturated fat, sugar and sodium.
·  Competitive Foods Audio Conferences Child Nutrition Programs will be conducting three audio calls regarding the upcoming Competitive Foods requirements. During these audios we will discuss the USDA rules establishing nutrition standards for snack and meal standards as a part of the policy improvements enacted in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. Together, these improvements are designed to promote a healthy school environment.  

The dates for these audios are as follows April 2, 2014, April 16, 2014, and April 30, 2014 from 2:00-3:00pm, if you would like to join us for these audio conferences please call the number below and enter in the call in code listed:


Dial in number: 1-800-315-6338


Call code: 8709

To download the power point for these audio conferences go to: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html and look under Additional topics.
·  National Dairy Council and Food and Nutrition Service School Breakfast Webinar February 18 at 3:00PM EST REGISTER HERE
· Alaska Child Nutrition Programs has created six new elearning training modules to assist our SFAs across the state. Topics include:
· Eligibility of School Meals

· Meal Pattern Requirements

· Offer vs. Serve

· Point of Service

· Production Records

· Program Pricing

These courses are great to help train new staff, or as a refresher course, as well as to help meet the annual training requirement soon to be implemented. 
Registration for the courses may take up to 24 hours. Once registered the trainings may be taken as many times as necessary. To register for any of these courses please go to: http://education.alaska.gov/ELearning/
Grant Opportunities
· Lowe's Charitable and Education Foundation Announces 2014 Toolbox for Education Grant Program
Grants of up to $5,000 will be awarded in support of facility improvement projects that have a permanent impact on a K-12 school community.... 

Deadline: February 14, 2014 

· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. And, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	February 1st                       Verification Collection Summary Report is Due

February 15th                      On-Site Review Summary for Counting and Claiming Due
First Afterschool Snack review should be completed within the first 4 weeks of operation.



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the bases of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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