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USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos 
1. SP44-2014 - Questions and Answers Related to the Independent Review of Applications
2. SP45-2014 - Prototype Household Application for School Year 2014-2015  
3. SP46-2014 - Disaster Response
4. SP47-2014 - Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016

Trainings

· Annual Administrative Training for National School Lunch Programs (NSLP)
Additional Topics                   
· Local Recipes Requested
Resources
· State of Alaska Vendor Electronic Payment Inquiry System

Grant Opportunities 
· USDA Equipment Grants

· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council
· Salad Bars 2 schools
USDA Policy, Information & Implementation Memos
1. SP44-2014 - Questions and Answers Related to the Independent Review of Applications This USDA policy memo contains Questions and Answers related to the final rule published in the Federal Register on February 6, 2014 titled Independent Review of Applications Required by the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010. Section 304 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 requires local educational agencies (LEAs) that demonstrate high levels of, or a high risk for, administrative error associated with certification, verification and other administrative processes to conduct an independent review of the initial eligibility determinations for free and reduced price school meal applications for accuracy prior to notifying households of eligibility.
2. SP45-2014 - Prototype Household Application for School Year 2014-2015  Program regulations require that local educational agencies (LEAs) must provide an application to families that permits a household to apply for all children in the household who attend schools in the same LEA. LEAs and schools are reminded that while household applications must ask for the last four digits of the Social Security Number (SSN) of the adult signing the application, children can still be approved for free and reduced priced meals if the family indicates that the adult signing the application does not have a SSN. Also, please note this year the changes to the household application were adding the Head Start check box to the categorical eligibility section and the new non-discrimination statement, so that must be on all applications that get sent in for state approval. In addition, LEAs and schools should keep in mind that the enclosed application is a prototype and they may use their own application provided all program requirements are met. To download  the State’s updated 2014-2015 Household Application with parent letter go to: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP2.html  
3. SP46-2014 - Disaster Response  This memorandum supersedes SP 25-2012, CACFP 12-2012, SFSP 10-2012, Disaster Response and provides an overview of ways, school food authorities (SFAs) participating in the National School Lunch (NSLP) and School Breakfast Programs (SBP), institutions participating in the Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), and sponsors participating in the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) can respond to situations resulting from damage or disruptions due to natural disasters such as hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods as well as other exceptional emergency situations or man-made disasters. Please coordinate disaster responses with our office .
4. SP47-2014 - Flexibility for Whole Grain-Rich Pasta in School Years 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 Beginning July 1, 2014, federal regulations require that all grains offered in the National School Lunch Program and School Breakfast Program must be whole grain-rich. Foods containing between 50 and 100 percent whole grains are allowable. For additional information on whole grain-rich requirements, including how to evaluate if a grain product meets the whole grain-rich criteria, see the Whole Grain Resource for the National School Lunch and Breakfast Programs: A Guide to Meeting the Whole Grain-Rich Criteria, available at: http://www.fns.usda.gov/sites/default/files/WholeGrainResource.pdf 
Trainings
· Annual Administrative Training for National School Lunch Programs (NSLP)

· Anchorage
 August 5-7, 2014
· Juneau 
 August 12-14, 2014
To register for one of these trainings you can find the registration forms under the Bulletins and Memos web page under the 2014 May Bulletin at: http://education.alaska.gov/tls/cnp/NSLP9.html 

For assistance please contact Debbie Soto at 907-465-3316 or Debbie.soto@alaska.gov  
Additional Topics
·  Local Recipes Requested – At the annual conference for the Alaska School Nutrition Association last week, we heard a number of school districts referencing excellent local recipes using local Alaskan foods.  We would love to compile a collection of these recipes so that we can provide them as a resource to other schools and RCCIs across the state.  We will work on ensuring that they are standardized and conduct a nutrient analysis so that information will be available to all users.

So if you have recipes using salmon, halibut, cod, Pollock, shellfish, caribou, moose, venison, potatoes, barley, carrots, cabbage… or other great Alaskan foods, please send along the recipes to us in the next few weeks. Please send your recipes to Jo.Dawson@alaska.gov .
Resources
· State of Alaska Vendor Electronic Payment Inquiry System

There have been some inquiries lately regarding payments as our finance division has had some staff shortages so payments are a little slower.  Use the link below to check on your own payments. Go to:  https://dof.doa.alaska.gov/edi_inquiry/
You just need to enter your vendor number, which you should have on file.  If you need it please e-mail Debbie Soto and she will provide it to you to keep on file.  When you enter your vendor number it will show all combined payments by date.  

Grant Opportunities
· USDA Equipment Assistance Grants - This is a competitive grant and priority will be given to high need schools (i.e., schools in underserved areas, schools with limited access to other resources, and age of food service equipment) where 50 percent or more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. In addition, School Food Authority(SFAs) must give priority to schools that did not receive a previous NSLP Equipment Assistance Grant award under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009 and the FY 2010 and FY 2013 Agriculture Appropriations Acts. 
These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns with emphasis on more fruits and vegetables in school meals, improve food safety, and expand access. Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation of equipment, or replacement of equipment. USDA regulations at 7 CFR 3016.3 and Office of Management and Budget Circular A-87 define equipment as articles of nonexpendable, tangible personal property having a useful life of more than one year and an acquisition cost which equals or exceeds the lesser of the capitalization level established by the governmental unit for financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
This is a two year grant ending September 30, 2016. An application for this USDA Equipment Grant will be released in early fall. For more information on this grant please review the above USDA Policy Memo SP37-2014.
· iBreakfast with the Washington Dairy Council Attention School Nutrition Directors! Promote school breakfast in your district with the iBreakfast marketing program. It is free to all schools. To find out more information on this program or participate in it visit their web site at: http://www.eatsmart.org/schools/barrels-and-wraps1/ibreakfast/ 

· Any school, public or private, participating in the NSLP can apply for a start-up award to help pay for salad bar equipment. Also, members of the school community can help raise money for a salad bar by holding fundraising events or applying for small grants.  Interested schools can begin the salad bar application process by completing an online application at: www.saladbars2schools.org. The website also offers details about the benefits of salad bars, and resources to help roll out salad bars in schools. 
	Calendar of Upcoming Events & Deadlines

	Last day of school or June 1st                          Afterschool Snack Summary report due

Last day of school or June 1st                          Food Safety Inspection Summary Report due
June 30th                                                             Provision Applications or CEP Applications due  
Aug. 5-7, 2014                                                     Annual NSLP Admin.Training (Anchorage)
Aug. 12-14, 2014                                                 Annual NSLP Admin.Training (Juneau) 



The U.S. Department of Agriculture prohibits discrimination against its customers, employees, and applicants for employment on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, sex, gender identity, religion, reprisal, and where applicable, political beliefs, marital status, familial or parental status, sexual orientation, or all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program, or protected genetic information in employment or in any program or activity conducted or funded by the Department. (Not all prohibited bases will apply to all programs and/or employment activities.) 

If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339; or (800)845-6136 (Spanish).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
LEAs are required, by regulation, to keep Bulletins, Instructions, and USDA Policy Memorandums for reference and to apply immediately the appropriate instruction to agency programs. Call Child Nutrition Programs if you need further clarification of program information.
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