Preparing Students with Complex Instructional Needs
to participate in their IEP Meeting

Refer to evidence-based curricula for background:
e Search Self-Advocacy Strategy (through Edge Enterprises)
e Search Self-Directed IEP (part of the ChoiceMaker curriculum through
Sopris)
e Search Whose Future Is It? (available free online through the ARC)

Plan for students to participate in one or all of the steps on the next page using (a)
their augmentative communication system, as needed, (b) manipulating
PowerPoint slides or Web 2.0 technologies (e.g., iMovie, Voki). Some of the steps
can be collapsed. For example, rather than identifying specific accommodations
and transition services and questions — a student may identify one or two things
that help the student at school (e.g., a peer, their iPad, their wheelchair, their
picture schedule).

Gather the information with the student to present through the transition
assessment process.

e Present choices regarding post-school plans using meaningful text (e.g.,
written, verbal, picture symbols, photographs, video clips, experiences and
record the student’s response)

e The following might be presented to help students contribute to the
discussion of their strengths, interests, preferences, and future goals:

0 My favorite school subject is: Math, Reading (Language Arts),
Science, Social Studies
The other subject | like best is: PE, Art, career class, ___ (other
extracurricular)
| like to work outside/ in a building
| like physical work/ thinking work
| look to work fast/ slowly
| like to dress up/ not dress up for school or work
| like to work alone/ with other people
| like to work at night/ work during the day
| like to ride the bus/ ride in a car
| like to walk a lot/ prefer to sit
| like to stay after school for clubs or sports/ go home after school
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| like to play outside/ play inside
| like to eat in the cafeteria/ eat where it is quiet
| like to go out for pizza/ hamburger
| like to go to a fast food restaurant (name it)/ a restaurant where |
sit down and order (name it)
| like (specific job tasks) — pair them so student can make a choice of
preferred tasks
0 | like (specific job experiences) — pair them so student can make a
choice of preferred job experiences — it may help to have pictures or
video clips of the student at the job experience or school-based work
experience to support the written and oral language presented
e For all of the above the student can be observed in different settings and
experiences and information regarding their affect recorded as part of this
assessment data to be shared in the IEP Script below.
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See the “Self-Inventory” document for a sample assessment made by a teacher,
based on Self-Directed Employment: A Handbook for Transition Teachers and
Employment Specialists (Martin et al., 2002).



IEP Script

Take these pages with you to your IEP meeting.
Meeting Date: Time: Location:

Begin the Meeting

Thank you everyone for coming to my meeting. We are meeting today to talk about how | am
doing in school, what | would like to do after high school, and what | am going to work on this
year. (This statement [or a version of it] can be recorded in the student or teacher’s voice and
played by the student at the beginning of the meeting. This information can also be summarized
on a PowerPoint slide)

Introduce Everyone (Each of these introductions can be pre-recorded and played or recorded in
a PowerPoint that the student presents. The student may also introduce him/ herself and point
to each person at the table to introduce themselves. The second part of each introduction may

be skipped.)

This is my family member,
He/She is here because

This is my Special Education Teacher,
He/She is here because

This is my teacher,
He/She is here because

This is my teacher,
He/She is here because

This is my counselor,
He/she is here because

This is my principal,
He/she is here because

This is my vocational rehabilitation counselor,
He/she is here because

Present Levels of Performance

My academic strengths are (This can be reworded to indicate | am good at in school)




My Disability is (This can also be reworded to capture what a student struggles to do at school
and other places)

My Disability impacts my

Explain your grades, attendance, and behavior in the past year (The student may report what
grade he/ she is in and what classes he/ she takes with the special education teacher and those
that are with the general education teachers. The student may also be able to share any
community experiences that have been part of the school program — sports, work, clubs.)

| learn best when (Have the student choose the supports that are in place that he or she likes.
What happens when those supports are not in place? Those results help provide the “evidence”
for the student to share with the IEP team.)

Others things | would like people to know about me are (Interests in an outside of school.)

Accommodations (The following 4 questions may have already been addressed regarding “how
I learn best”. These may help the whole IEP team think about services and resources that the
student may need (e.g., assistive technology, levels of support) after high school.)

The accommodations | find most helpful to me are

The accommodations | find least helpful are

The accommodations | would like added are

The accommodations | think | will need after high school are

Postsecondary Transition Goals




After graduation, | would like to work (The student may have a specific job in mind, or may be
able to share the kinds of things he/ she wants in a job from the questions that have been asked
— from page 1 of this document.)

After graduation, | would like to learn (what? and possibly where?)

After graduation, | would like to (What does the student want to participate in after high
school? What goals does the student have for assisting with his/ her daily tasks after high
school?)

Annual Goals

The goals | am working on now are

In order to work where | want after high school, this year | will

In order to learn where | want after high school, this year | will

In order to live where | want after high school, this year | will

Transition Services (The student may want to share if already working with an outside agency.
The IEP team will be able to share ideas with the student here.)

The services or agencies | will need to help me get ready for my life after high school are




Does anyone else have questions? (Again this can be recorded and played or on a PowerPoint
slide, or the student may say this or share it in written or other form.)

Thank you for coming to my meeting.

Students may participate in their meetings for a brief amount of time or the entire meeting.
The student may present information and then exit the meeting or may contribute information
at designated points throughout. This will be individualized. Depending on the format of the
presentation — completing these steps reflect specific Speaking and Listening, Reading, and
Writing standards, on which the student may demonstrate proficiency as he/ she completes
more and more steps with less and less support over time.

An additional resource regarding the use of PowerPoint and Web 2.0 resources for use in
preparation for a student’s meeting is provided in this packet of resources. Many of the skills
developed through the use of the technology in this process demonstrate proficiency on
various writing standards.



